L 



SPCUHENT BESOHE 



ED 113*391; 

aOIHOE 
TITrE • . • 

IHBTITDTIOII/ 



TH 004^894 



EEpbST NO 
PUB DATE ■ 
NOTE 



EDES PEICE 
DE5CEII»T0BS^ 



Johnson, lary; Faunce, . . 

Minneapolis Secondary School Students • attitudes 
TolSard School by fichievement- Eace^ and" Sex'. 
MiOTgieapolis Public Schopls, Hinn. Dept-^^of Eepeardh 
and Evaluation. , , 

Apr ?3 . • . ^ ' 

53p.; For "a related document/ see ED 084 303 

• J ^ - . ' 

MF-$0.76 HC-$3.32 Plus Posi:age 

♦Achievement; Comparativer^Analysis; Ethi)ic -.Gk^ups; 
. ^ High SGhaol Students; Junior High ^School Students; 

Questionnaires; *Eacial Differences? *School 
Attitudes; Secondar^y Education; *SeconBary School^ 
Students; *Se» Differences ;J*^tu<lent Attitudes; 
Student* Opinion; Test Besults - 
IDENTIFIEES " Minnealolis' Public Schpols; Minnesota. (Minneapolis) ; 

Student Opinion Questionnaire ^ 

ABSTEACT ^ ^ \ v " • , 

In Hay 1972 Minneapolis public school students^in 
^gradee 7- 12^ were given the^ 93-item Student Opinion jQUestionnaire , ^ 
(SOQ^r an inventory * t^hat measures^ student attitudes i^n several ^ . 
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Minnea?palis Public Schools » 

Mrmeapolis Secondary * School Students' Attitude^ Toward 
Schools by. Achievemejit, Race, and Sdx 



^ * ' , ' > Sumniary 

^ . • • • ^ - ; ■ 

In May 1972 Mii^eapolis public school students in grades *> 
T-12 were gi-ron the 93-item Student OpiiUon Questionn^ia^e- (SO@)i^ . ' ^ . 

• an inventory that'iieasures student attitudes in several school- \ 
related areas: Liking of School, Interest in Le^rning^ Unfair See p 1 2 

Punishment, Self -Concept as a Learner, Friendly Htmospt^ere, ^ ' > • 

'Involvement in Decision Making, Class Discussions, Positiv:e. 

Reinforcement, Cxirriculum Relevance, Fear of Asking Questions, . ^ « . 

^ Perception of Progress in Learnings, Racial Attitudes, and 

'i* Attitudes Toward Teachers. In a previous paper the results • * ' 
wer^ reported by grade and by individual school* This report 
describees junior and senior high student responses by achieve- 
ment in school, racial/ethnic background, and sex, - • • 

Studeats who identified themselves ^s Jiigh academic ' . ' " . 

achievers had substantially more positive attitudes towarql_ i /' o 
■ * . many aspects of school than did students who skw themselves See pp. 3-5 * 

* ■ as^low achievers. This below average group, which comprised ^ • ^ . 

about 5-6^ of ^!he respondents, expressed some/ very negative 
attitudes toward school. For example, at senior high, 72!^a 
of the e^fcellent achievers, 6^ of the above average achievers/ 
51% of the average achievers j ^nd 26%^ of the b^ low average ' - - 

achievers said. they liked school. \: 

" • ^ . . ^ - / - 

. . Black students at the junior high, lev^l expressed more ^ ' 

^ ^favorable attitudes toward school than did /white and Indian 
students. A greater percentage of slacks /than whites and 

Indians said th% lilced school, that the^urriculxim w€^s rele^- . ' See ppl.6-10 
'vvant, and that they were involved in^ decision making. At the 
senior high level these diffprencfes between racial-ethnic 
groups were not as pronounced. Senior high Blacks wer^e nob as 
positive a;^ junior high Blacks, while senior high Indians were 
more positive than Junior high Indians. / ' . , . - ^ 

- Few substantial differences betweeii females and males * - 
occurred., f^les had less positive attitudes' than did females 
on the item^ related to un^ir punishment and "racial attitudes. . 
Pe'males expressed greater anxiety abov^/t speaking in front of / See ppo 10-3$ 
the clp.ss,-and tended to have m6ra positive attitudes than . " 

' males toward schopl in general and the presence of-'positive 
reinforcement. . 
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. ' ' * - janneapolis ;Piib,lic Schools 

Minneapon's Secondary Sehool/Students' Attit^^ - , . 

^ / * Schobl by Achievement, liacei aiid Sex . 

in May* 1972 all secondary students attending the Minneapolis Pmbli^c • 
Schools were g4.ven the Student Opinion Questionnaire (SOQ), a-93-item 
inventory that roeasiire^ student, attitudes iri several school-related areas. 
The^ following statistical factors, or clusters of itens that measiire the 
same attitudes, have been /identified: Jiiking of School, Interest in 
.Leariiing, Unfair Punishmsnt, Self-Concept as a Learner, Friendly Atmosphere,-. 
•Involvement in Decigi oh Making, Class Discussions,, Positive Reinforcement, 
Curriculum Relevaac*^, Pear of Asking Questions and Perception of J>rogi;ess 
"in Learning. The' qu6stioniiaiE,e also ha's twp less deafly 'identified factors 
(X and Y), eight items rel^d' to, r^icial attitudes, and ten items of individual 

interest. ' ' " ^ 

In a previous report the results were reported by grade and by ' ^ 
individual school.^ The main purpose' of that report was to provide the 
staffs at each school with information that would be useful for staff ; 

development and program planning. - . 

• 1^. Thfs Sreport <ie scribes junior, and senior high student, responses to. 
the SOQN^ccc^ding to the students ' ■ sex, race, and perception of their 
achievement in school., T}ie students were asked to indicate thei'V Sex, . . 
their race (whit6. Black, Indian, SpanisM-surnamed, or other), and to 
mark one of fivei'choices that best' described thie grades they ustjally ^ ^ 
'received (excellent, ■feJBoVe "average^ average, below average, and very low). 

••Since' very fe^ students skid their academic achievement <fas veiy low,, the^ 
below average and very low achftQrerffint categories '.were combined to form 
the "belOTf average"" group ustd** in this .report'. Although some students - 
probably made inaccurate estimates of their achieveme.nt level,, the sample . 
of students was large enough to.l)ermit the assumption that^the excellent 

group wajs higher than the average, and the average was higher than, the 

' , '\ - . - . • - 

below average. , , > 

Only students who indicated that they were white. Black, or Indian were^ • 



^ : ' 



-Vohnson, Lary and Faunce, R. W. "Minneapolis Junior'and Senior High^chool" ' 
Students' Aiititudes Toward SchPpl- May 1972." ..Minneapolis Public Schools, 
November 1972. . ■ ' ^ ' ■ • " • . 



included in the analysis by ra.ce. The number of students from^ther 
mcial categories was so small ^^that meaningful ansilyses cpulA not be niade. 

Table 1 gives ► the numbers of students who indicted their sex, race,— 
and achievement level. The numbers vary because all students did not . 



answer all the identifying questions i 



, > ^Tatble 1 / , 

Number of .StudentsJ/hp Indicated Se^, Race, and Achiev^ent LeVel 



Sex . 
.Male 

Female . < 

r- Race ' 
' : Whit^^ 

Black , 
Indian ^ 

t- Achievement 

Excellent 
Above Avel*^'ge 
' ^ Avei^kge ' ic 
\-' Below Average - 



A 



Junior High 

° N 




1,136 
• U,221 
5,131- 

11,063 



Senior High 

- N . 

•'l4-,6lUv 

4.826 

# ■ 
8,039 

' ' 95 
8,580 



1,051 
•y,896 
3,902 
k20 

9,269 



The students who indicated .their achievement and sex i-epresent about 
80-85^ of the .junior high and 70-75*^ of the, senior high students enrolled 
in the /Minneajoolis Public Schools « A somewhat smaller -percentage iMicated 
.their, race. It is not possible to determine the percentage of Black and 
'Indian studeiit populations who indicated their race. Based on racial/ethnic 
sight count data collected bv the Minneapolis Schools' Information Services 
Center in October :1971* aboi^t ^half of the Black students and lejss than Imlf 
of tijie Indian studentie ideja^fied themselves by race. However, the number 
of students in each racial/ethnic group on the s'chocri rolls and attending 



. / 



school at the time the questionnaii^ was admird^tered (May 1972) was not 

shown. ■ ^ . . < ' . - 

The SW^ response format required the students to express their opinion • : 

* ab.out each of -the 93 itemS by marking one of four choices: strbngly agree, \ ; 
agree, disagree, and i^trongly disagree • \ ' ' ; " ^ 



Re^onses by ^Achievement Level 



V 



A substantial direct relationship between achievelnent levej. and , . 
favorably s'chooL-related attitudes occurred on nearly all of the SOQ items. 
The excellent achiev,egent group had more positive attitudes than the above 
average group, the above average group was more positive than the av&rage 
group, and the average group was moiTe positive than the belpw average 
grovtp. Although the direction of the relationship is not surprising, the ^ 
magnitude of the differences between achievement groins majr be greatei; ,^ 
than many people would expect. 

Student responses to representative item^ from several factors will 
be dis-cussed in the narrative of this report. Responses to all items Are 
given in, Table 2 on page l8 for Junior and senior high students; The 
■ numbers' for each item Indicate 'the percentage of students in each group who 
agreed \ri.th the item statement (sum, of the percentages' of strongly agree 
and agree responses). 

Liking 'of School * ' ' [ ■ 

The differences' between achievement groups at both junior and ienior 
high on- general attitudes toward school were substantial. At senior high, 
O^io of the' excellent group said scfcoolwork is interesting, compared with 5^fo 
Vthe above average group, 3&fo of , the average group, ^nd 19fo of the below 
average <graup. 




Schoolwork is interesting 



I like school 



Jr. HigJi 
Sr. fligh 

Jr. High 
Sr. High 



Above Below ' 

Excellent- Average Average Average 

en 



6h 
12 



66 
69 



38 

51' 



19 

'.^30 
26 
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Ihtprest in Learnijag 

^ Although the slower achievement groups dfld not ^indicd'te fiavorable 
generstl attitudes' toward schooT, they did ©fcpress ah interest learning. 
Also* the differences between- achievement groups were not as great 'c?n . ^ . 
the interest-in- learning ^ fact or / ^For example, 78^0 of the jjjiiior high 
below average group said they enjoy learning new things, compared* wiH;h 88^0* ' . 
of the average, SMo of' th^ above average, and l^^o of the excellent groups. 

p Above • V Below 

^ ^ Exceil^t Average Average Average 

I.eiypy learning new things ^ Jr.* High - 95^ , f&fo ^ 1% , 

f Sr. High' ; 97 • 97 —93 ' 80 * 

I really don't care whether Jr. H^gh ^4- % 10 2k 

I learn anyt'Mng or riot g^^. ^^^^ ^ - )\r / :10 26 

* Self -Concept as a l^arn^r > ^ 

Low achievers view themselves as unsucpessfuf students to whom learning 

does not come easy. Eighty-three ^p^rcent of ^ the below average grou:^ at' 
^ ' Junior' and senior highs saj^d they Jre not ^'i^\gopdi in school work, cbmpai^e^ 

irlth about k5% of the .average, about lOfo of the above average, apd ^ of the 



excellent groups. . ' 










'Below 






' Above 








Excellent 


Average 


Average " 


Average 


1 am hot very good in schopl 


Jr. '&gh 








83fo 


work ; 


Sr*.« High 




■ 8 


M \ 


83 


^ - c 

Learning things in school" 


Jr. iSrgh 


89. 


.73 


, 38 


20 V 


comes easy to me " 


Sr. High , 


. 91 


^ 73 ^ - 


1+0 ^ 


' 19 ^ 



Involv ement in^ Decision Making ' , ' 

« — : — : ; ^ • . _ 

.Although a^ut half of the students in each achievement group agreed 

^tbajt many times 'studehts. In general, are^ given a chance to decide what the 

class do^s, a much greyer percentage of high achievers than low a.chievers- 

said sometimes they, personally, help decide what their class _does. 



.0' ■ ^ ■ ■ • 



ErJc ' *• . ^ li ^ . ^ 




^ " 



Above \BeX<M 
Excellent Ayerage Average Average 



Many tiiaes ' stTid'ents %re Jr, Hf gji 
given^ a cthance to de- i 
cide wl^ the class does Sr; High 

Sdlnetimej^ I t^elp. decide > •Jr. Higfa 
vj^hat pur class does , 

• Sr. High 



CurriCT/lixm Relevance ^ 
* ' S^ubstantial differences between achievement groups also occurred 
on tne-^ curr ipuliim relevance factor. About 2a-30^ more .high achievers' ^ 
thai/ low achievers felt school work was relevant. A greater percentage 
of junior high than senior high students fe^t their 'school's curriculum 
wa^ relevant. . • / 





. 5 ' 


. ■' 51^. 






•] 1^8 






59 


^8 


• 

37 


30 


58 . 


51. 


• ■ 38 


- 22 




m 







ellent 

37fo. 


Ab'ove 
Average 

1^3^ 


Average 


.'Below 
Average 

65^ ' 


51 


5U 




82 


72 


- 71 \ 


' 63 


53, : 

« Hi 


^ 51 


■ 50 


.U7 


r 33 



, School doesn't teach the Jr. High 
more .importaat things 
in life ♦ Sr. High 

/ Most school work will be - Jr. High 
useful to me when I get 
out of, school Sr. High 

Tactor Y (Attitudes Toward Teachers ) ^ 

. Factor Y, which had not previously been labeled, appears to have 
something to .do with student attitudes .toward teachers. Students who 

' Indicated high achievement had more positive attitudes than did low 
achievers*. Eighty-three percent of excellent achieiyers -at junior high said 
they .like most of their teachers, compared with 80/o of the. above average, 
69/0 of the average, and 53fo of the below average achievers. , 

* ^ , • - / ^ -Above , 6 • Below \ 

Excellent Average Average Average^ 

Most of my teachers seem Jr. High [ 89/0. ^% * ^% . - ^% 
to like me - Sr. High 93 - ' 92 ' "79 . 56/ 

Teaqhers in this school Jro^High I6, I8 • 29 38 

r do a poo?: ;jpb • s \ r- 

Sr. High 27 2^ 26 ^ U5 

I like most of my teachers -Jr. High- 83 , 80 . 69 • 53 

. ^ ^ 1 Sr. High, ^ 8^ 81+ 7^'- \ 59 ' 





73io 


70fo ' 


'en 


■ 7k 


' 70 , 


62 


57 


61 




59 




-67. 


60.^ 


52' 




73 


70 ' 


"65 ' 




84 


76 ' ■ 


66 


58^ 



Racial Attitudes . * ; * • ' .^"'''v " - 

^AltMoixgh t^iere wei*je differences among the four^achievement ^groups 
on^ racial attitudes, the differences were not as great as on most jutem^V;. 
in other factors. The differences ^laetween acl^vement groups on racial \ 
attitudes were greater at senior high than junior high, . \ w 

^ • , - . Above . . Below" 
Excellent Average Average' Average 

^ I would like to have*' more Jr. High 
^friends of other races. YA.^ 

I. consider getting to know Jr. Higii 
studerjts* of other races^ * , 
as part of noy education* Sr. High 

Jhitik it. is a good ideaV* Jr. High 

to have students of difr ^ . , 

\' \ferent races go to ih^ ^^^n 

same school * « « . ' " 

. "students who perceived themselves as 'high academic ac&ivers had 
substantially more pos^itive attitudes toward many aspects ^^school than' 
did, students who perceived themselves^as low achievers-. ^^^^ achievers, 
those who ;Liidicated that- -their grades were excellent or ais||^verage", 
expressed favorable attitudes in most areas « Ab^put two~thd||as of the high 
achievers gajLd tl^ey like school, almost ^11 said phey enjqyf learning new 
things J, less 'than lOfo said they are not very^good in school , work, more 
than 86i said they like most of their teachers, and three ~j|pixrths «iink * 

. it is -a good idefe to^ have* students of different races go tq^ the same school. 
Students' who described their grades as. e|.verage or bel^ average 

'expressed less favorable attitudes, 'particularly on il^eras^^ regarding 
general l^kin^ of school,' self-concept a^ a learner, curr^lum relevance, * 
and attitudes toward teachers. Thie below, average grpup, which comprised ' 
about* 3^&fo of t)fe j^espondents at both junior and senior high, expressed 
some very, negative p.ttitudes toward school. ^ ^ 

Responses by Race ' ^ ■ 

Some differences amoij^ , Black; Indian^, and white -students, occurred ' 
* on most of the fac^or6 at^oth 'junior •and^enioi' high. Items representing 
"the mgre substantial differences will be discussed in the narrative. 
. Responses' to all it6ms by racial/et^hhic groixp'and by junior-senior high 

* ^ ^ ' - ^ ' 7 ■ , '.^ V 

.are given 'in Table' 3 on page -24 0 ^ . ^ . . . ' . <, 



The reader should be awa3^e 'that any Gort4)arison& be:^e^n racial/ethnic 
groups, particularly betwe,en Black ' and "^wMte and between Eadian and vrhite, c_ 
my be confoxinded by difference's between the school^ enviromnents of Black, 
Indian, and white students • Most of the Black fi.nd Indian respondents 
attended inner7city schools, while the large majority of white students 
in the sample attended predominantly white schools. Substantial differences 
between the schooJL Settings .may exist. As examples, the in&tmctional . 
mi^thods, ctir^iculum,^ staff character i^^^ and, school rules within 
j)redorainantly white schools may be qui^t^ different from t^e inner-city 
schools, -These scHool differences may b^ respdnsibler for an indeterminate 
portion of the difference.s"that occurred among the ifacial/ethnic* groups 
on the SOQ Items. . 



Liking of School^ ^ ^ . 

* At tiie juni6%high lehrel. Black students expressed more favorable 
general attitudes 'toward, s.chool t^^ did. white and Indiait students while, 
whites were more positive than Indians.^ At senior, high-, the' differences • ' - 
among the three groups were not substantial. Conrpared with their corresponding 
"racial/ethnic group at , junior high, .the senior -high Blacks had less favorable 
attitudes, the senior high Indians were more favo'rable, and the whites had 
' Similar attitudes. 



ScKoolwork is interesting 

^ like school 

I don't like school' work 







White ■ 


Black 


, Indian 


Jr. 


High 


■ 53.fo 


• ' 65fo 




Sr. 


High 


1+6 


5i+ . 




Jr. 


High 


■ 56 


62 . 




Sr.. 


High 


59 ' 


57 


6o 


Jr. 


High 


56 


• 35 


'58 


Sr. 


Higfi 


61 


• hi. 


^° 53' 



14 



^ Interest in Learhiffeg , ^ ' ' fe. 

' Although all three racial/ethnic groups, indicated an interest in . 
learning, Indian stxadents were not as positive as Black an<^ whites, 

• ,1 epdj^T'learning new^ things 

^ iMon't care if I J.earn 
. * {..anything, I just want to 
pass ' ' 

^Self -Concept as a Learner ' 

*V ■ » . . 

There wars littie difference between Black 'and white students^ at 

both tte. Junior and senior high level's on the self^cbncept iiems, Hcwever, 

junior high Indian students saw^themselves as less successful students 

than did Slacks and whites and as having greater difficulty learning 

^things in school.^ At senior high* t^e differences were not as great. 





Wnite 


BiacK 


xnciian 


Jr. •High' 










^ -95; . 




88: 


Jr. High 


• 17 


^ 16 




Sr. Hig^ 


. "17 


- 17 


25 


/ - ' . . 









I am not very good at 
school work 



I see myself as a sucess= 
full student 





4 ^ 
^ • White 


Black 


."Ji". High 




■ 2^0 


Sr. k^h 


■ 26 r 


27 


Jr. High 




76 


«Sr. High 


7U 


76 


^rlVHigh 


55 


57 


Sr. High 


58 


58 




Ml 

comes easy to ^ne^ g"^_ 58 58 ^ 58? 

\ 

Perception of Progress^ in Les^nlng 

A sjsoci^t^ with their low self -concepts as learners, junicJr high ^ 
Indian students did not feel tl^ey are learning as .much in school 
did white and Black students. These differences did not occur in senior high 



<4> 



<* 




White 


« Black 


Indian 


, I don't think I am learning 


Jr. High 


' 27fo 


30fo. 




much in school 


Sr. High 


38 






I think 'I am learning a 


Jr. High. 


.63 . 


, 67 


, 53^ 


• J. lot in'^heol ^. 


Sr» High 


U7/ 


■ '51 , 


U5 
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t^hite- 




•Indian 


Jr. H:?.gh 






55% 


STo High 


hi 


58 > 

0 V 




Jr. High 




51- 


. 'i? 


Sr. High 


■ '^1 


k6 


. 39 



lavolveK^nt in' D^^dis^oiTl^king V ' - • ^ . . " 

• ^ A« the Junior high level a greater* p^centage of Blacks than whites 
'and Indians indlca^;ed tfet stazaents "^re j^iven a chance to help niake " 
decisions in their classes ai^ ^that they, pc^rsonally, fcelp sake decisions.. 



^At ;^^ior high the differences were not as pronounced, 

* Many tiE^s students are 

given a chance to decide 
xfhat thfe class does' 

I^help to Eoake decisions 
• in classes . 

Fear of Asking Questions a . . • . v * , 

iB^an students at junior and'^senior high levels ^expres^ed a greater 
concern anxiety about asking for help and participating in discussions 
than di^ white and Black /gtudents'. !jh _ . 

^^ 

I liave a difficult tine 4 
speaking up in front of* 
the Qlass \ 

I am usually j^fraid to 
ask questions^ 

' ■ ' i i'i V 

-t- enjoy being in class 
'discussions (class dis° 
cubsion factor) 

Positive Reinforcement - 

-A greater percentage of Black and Indian than white students indicated 
""they received praiSe for their xfork in both junior and senior high schools. 
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•Black . 


' Indian 


Jr^High 


52I0 . 






Sr. High 


51 




67 


Jr. High 




\ 'm 


• 39 


Sr. High 


.29 


23 


- 35, 


Jr. High 


63 


67 


1^6 


Sr. High 


62 


68 


1^8. 
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' White 


Black 


Indian 


I am praised when I do 


Jr. High 


. 51I0 




62^0 / 


good work 

" ■ 


Sr. High 


U8 


53 


'6U 


teachers- praise ms when 


Jr. Jligh 


- -25 


l+l ' 




I complete nw work . 


Sr. High 


• 21 


31 


36 



Curriciiluia Relgyance • * ' . . \ 

More Black than .white and .Indian -istudents, particular ily at Juniosr'- 
high J indicate^ that their education, would be useful to^ them in the future. » 

. * ^ ' . .White ' Black Indian 

« f 11 ,,, ■ — I , . ■ ^ ■ I 

< • • * • j\ ^ 

. I think I am learning a lot _ , ' ' ^-^^f ^cc^ . }insf 

^ . o-r.- A ^tT 1. n High 65% 75% - oO% 

* of things that will help ' ^ - „ 

me ^e^rn a living when I Sr. High 50 ^ ^ 59 _ .58 \ 

get older , ' ^ ■ 

Most school wo]rtt xd.ll be : Jr. High 6? ' , ' 75 ' / 63 , , 

usefurto me wh^n iyget/ t^^^ Vl+V";. 65 / 59' 

out of school ^ - > ^ ' . - • ^ 

Racial Attitudes . - ^ ^ ' ' - ' 

Among the; three ra(^ral/eth^ic groups studied^, Indian^ students- expressed 
the most positive racial^attitudes^, while whi*e students weiJe least posit,ive. \ 
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Jr. High 
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Sr. High^ 


71 • 
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I consider getting to Imow 

students of other races % 

as part of n^y education 
» 

I Tfish there were more 
•students of other races • 
in this school 

I 'think it is a' good 'idea 
to have students of \j « 
different i^es go to 
iihe same school 



Bace bV Grade ^ ' ' ' 

Differences a^so occurred between each grade leve.1 within the ^hree 

rac3^l/ethni^ groups o -These grade level differences, w^e most pronounced 

f'br Indian students. School- related attitudes oi*- Indians tended to become 

less favorable from grade seven to eight to nine and more favorable from 

grade nine to ten to eleven to' twelve-. Four items from 'various factors 

4 

illus^mte these grade .level differences for Indian students. 



. I like schooj. . 

I don't care if I learn alnything 
6r not 5 I just \faqt to pas^ 

' I am not very^good in school work 
I am praised when I do good work 

' o . • 10 
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36 
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28 


67 


67 
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72 




Responses by *gra<ie :^vel withiff raeial/ethnic grpups for all 93 ite" ^ 
-can be found, for the junior^ high "^n J|ble 3 on page 3^^ and the senior high 
in mble 6 on page hO. ^ " « 

^ ; ■ ■ - , \ ' • \ \^ ■ \^ \ / „, 

Black students at the jmior high level eiq?res^edrmore favorable 
attitude^ toward school than did white and Indian students . greater ' 
percentage of Blacky than whites and Indians said that they iiked sfchool, 
that the. curriculum vrevs relevant, and that they were involved in sone. 
decision nalting. . At th^ sen\o^' high level these differences between racial/ 
ethnic groups veve not. as pronoutfcqd.I -Senior high Blaclfe t^ere not. as 
positive as Junior .Mfeh Blacks, .wiiile senioy hi^ Indians were more positive 
' than junior high Indians. Compared with wkte ind Black stj^ents, Indi^ng- 
had poorer self -concepts as learners, ejjpressed a greater anxiety about 
participating in cD^ss, but Ijad mbfe positive 7-acial attitudes. j 

Responses by* Sex " - 

V M^le and female students at Junior arfd senior high -levels exp^-psfeed 
similar attitudes on most of thg- factors bf the SO^. Little or -no 
differences between males "and females occurred on interest' in LesaiJring, " ; 
Self-Concept as a Learner, Friendly Atmosphere, Involvement in Decision^ 
Making, Class Disd'ussions., Curriculum Relevance, Perception 6f^ Progress' 
in Learning^ and Attitudes Toward Teachers. Some differences occurred^ 

'on Liking of School, Positive Reinforcement, and Fear of Asking Questions. 

• Substantial differences occurred on Unfair Punishment and Racial Attitudes. 
Responses by sex to all items can be f otmd" in Table h on page 29 for junior 
and senior ,high students . ^ , 

Liking of School , " ' ' . 

Although a greater percentage 6f females than males tended to have 
more 'favorable general attitudes toward school, the differences betx^een 
the sexes were relatively small. 
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ffele Feimle 
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' 51 ' 62. 








56 52' 


63 ^ 57 
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Schoolvrork is interesting * 
I like school \ ' 

. ;Vl 'think* school is fun ' * 

I don't like school xfqrk ^ ; ^ 

Positye 'iReinf orcem^nt ." 

i Oh. most items ^related to reinf oj^acement, males and, females resporided " 
sindlarly. ^^c^ver, a greater ^iercentage of males tliap females said " 
they are always told about their bad work' and npt their good work, 

*' ' • ' ' ■ , V ' - 

^ " ' * \ , Junior .High ^ /Senior High 

* ^ ^ ^le l^eroale Male Female 

I am praised' when I do good worl% '52^0 . 5lfo 5lfo 

I am always told about my^^bad work ^ ^ . ^ . . ' . \ / 

. and not my good work". . ' 50 38 ^ , 27 

Feay of Asking t^uejstions , ^ ^ ' . ' . . ' . 

Females expressed a greater reluctance pr anxiety than males about 

speaking' up in plasSo ' ' . • 

■ • ^' Junior High ' Senior 'H$gh 

• ^ V ' Male Feinale * ' . Male Fei3.1e 

I am' afraid that .my, teacher. will . " 

call 0n me ^ ' ^ 22% • 33%- * ^ ' 2^^. 3lfa 

' I have a difficult tifee speaking ^ ^ 

^ up in fro£t of the class . U8 h7 * 

I am usually afraid to ask questions 2h 32 ' 26 31 

■ ■ ^ ' * IK 

Unfair Punishment . * . " ' 

A greater percentage- of ropiles than females felt that ptinishmsnt 

vxitjiin the school sf^tting ims not fair^to them. Far examiple, h7% of the 

junior high males^ compared ^ith 33^^ of^the junior high females, indicated 

they have often been punished without cause. The same sex differences 

occurred at senior high, although substantially fewqr senior than junior'' 

high students indicated that punishment. in the school ims unfair. 



19 



Jxinior High. Senior High 

Male Female Male -Female 

I have oftfen been pushed herfe ' .\ 

without cause ^ : . . 33fa - 2^ 17fa 

■ . <) ^ . , 

I have been puni§hed in front of i - /- 

. others in th'i^ohopl • ' 51 • 39 3^- 26 , 

' • /' " " - ■ - • 

Racial Attitudes . , 

The greatest and most consistent s^ differences occurred on the 
racial attitude items, Fems^le^ at both Junior 'and senior high had more 
positive racial attitudes tlmn did the males* For exaiBple, 6?% of the 
senior hi^h males and 8l^ of the senior high feiml^s thought it was a 
■' good idea to have students of different races go to the same ''sdhoolo 

4» ' • y ' ^ .Junior High Senior High 

„ , - " Male Female - Male Female 

I would like .to. Imve more friends of . ^ - ^ ..^ 

other races ' r • - , 63^^ 79^^ , ^5&fo 1% 

The. presence of differ eat races .in - ^ " ' _ 

,the same 'school hinders learning ' 30 lo ,24 11 

Jee hi .66 ^ 



I consider ge1<ting to know students 
of other yaces as*part of my , 
education ^ \ 53 ^ 

I think it is a good idea to 'have , 
students of different races go .^^^ 
to the setme school 58 . 76 , 62 81 

Siimmary , ^ ' 

Few sTibstqintial diffferemces between sexes occurred on*=^he Student , 
Opinion Questionnaire. Males definite]^ had less' positive attitudes than 
females on the raci&l items. Males "also had less favorable attitudes 
on items related -to fairness of punishment. Although differences were not 
great, f eagles tended to have more positive attitudes than raalss toward' , 
school in general and about the amount of positive reinforcement received o 
Females expressed greater fear about speaking up in front of the class o 
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... . - Discussion . * ^ 

'The results preseiited in 'this re^rt ar® Teased on about 80-85^ 
ot tti^ ;|unior -high studmits and about pfo of the senior high students in 
the Minneapolis Public Schools. ^^^TVenty percent of the secondaiy school 
student population were not^ included because^? absenteeism, invalid; . 
questionnaires, or incomplete s\rrveying by indivicJ^a^:]; schools. No^ 
infOTEoation is available that would .identify the composition of the . 



iSls that those who did 
chool than are the 



nonrespondents. Probaibly the safest assumpticMi 
not respond are' nbre ifegaliively oreinted toward 
responding students. In' other words., the rjai^^s' irj jbhas report are 
prpbebly a maximum estinpate of the favorable^aess of secondarjr' s<^b6ol 
...students' attitudes toward school., . ' ' \- ^ 

^ - The'representati^ries-s of the data for the Black' a'^nd Indian students 
i& particularly^ uncertain!- Biq racial ^composition of the ♦total student 
body is bas^d on a sight coxvit made in October 1971- It is estimated that 
half of the enrolled Black' students and somewhat less than half of the 
enrolled Indian students cdihpleted the questionnaire >nd identified their 
.race dn yky^l9J^» With these cautions in-^mind, the^i-esults provide ^ome 
interesting material for discussion. / . . 

' The emphasis on differences amohg various groups des<?ribed in this 
report should not oVseure basic similairities* ^felle and female students 
eicpressed generally similar attitudes tovfard scjjodl, as did Black, white, 
and Indian students in most instances.. Few^r -s-imilaritieis existed betxreen . 
studeiAs who saw themselves as successful achievers and those who felt they 

were poor achievers o . . ' * * 

High achievers had substantially^more favorably attitudes tovrard school 
than did IcJr achievers on nearly all aspects related to schoo^. , For example 
^bout tiro«/hirds to three ^-fourtljs of, the students who saw th#iselves as 



excellent , or above average achievers said they liked school. jBy contest j, 
txrp-thirds to three-fourths of the^students who saw themselves as belorr \ 
average achievers did not like school, ,and students who saw themselves ^ 
as avenge achievers were split about evenly between positive and negative 
attitucX"^ toxfard school. The reader should *keep in mind that 6^0 of- ^ 
questionnaire respondents identified themselves aq belw average achievers j, 
s^id they were average achievers, and 50fo said they were either abo\se 



average or excellent achievers. • . ^ ^- 

Curriculum relevance appears to be an area that deserves attention 
by the school administration I The results indicate that Televsince is a ♦ 
problem! at all^ academic achievement levels^ Even the lapge majority of 
s^feudents who perceive. th^Boselves as successful do not vi,ew the curriculum' 
as being relevant tt^/their J^iture lives . ^ ffhis problem increases wi|h ^ge. 
'The cttrriculum seems 'more relevant to Jtmior high students than 'it does to 
.-senior'^high, students. In fact, half^qf ,the above avera^ adhieverg and ' 
igour-fifths of :the}belOw average achievers in' sienior, high said school did ^ 
not'/*teach the' mor^ iDoportant things in life. / ' ^ . ' 

/Perhaps if the curriculum were more relevant to the .needS 6t the - 
•students, one would not find h&fo of the average aeiaievexs and Qjfo, Of the 
below' average achievers spying they are not very good, in school work. ^ 

^ S'tud^erit attitudes, toward interest. in learning and teaeher qiaality^ , 
appear to b^ more positive than their attitudes toward curriculum relevance. 
Seventy-eight to ninety-seven percent of the students at all achievem^nt 
■ levels --indiokted they enjpy learning new th^^ngs. The majority of the 
students, regakiless "c^ achievement level, liked most of their teachers, 
felt 'most'^ of tiieir teachers liked them, and did not think teachisrs do 
a poor^ Job. ' ^ 

When comparing responses of students with different raq4.al/ethnic 
.backgrounds, the typical finding is one' of less difference among the . 
racial groups at the senior high level than at the Junior high, level. 
Do students who give the extreme responses to the Student Opinion 
Questionnaire drop out after Junior h^h? Do clmracteristics present in 
the senior high schools ^have a leveling effect on attitude differences 
among races? These posd^bilities may help explain the reduced variation 
Of response at the high 6cJiool level. 

\ ' _/ ■» 

In'all differences betweeii races, it must be kept in mind that the 

rschool settings attended by the majority of the Black and Indian sti^ents 

^toy be substantially different from the school settings attended by the 

white students, particularly at the Junior high level. For example, a 

greater percentage of Black and Indian students than whi^e students reported 

they received praise for their work. Possibly, teachers in sc]<i,ools attended 
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by. the majority ctf the Black and Indian students have been imbued with 
the idea of positive reinforcement through the special training they 
hfitve' haig. .fbr ' teaching in lower* income schools. Perhaps teachers give 
• more pos-i-tive.'^'reinf orc^ment to minority students j_than they do to white 
studeats J,, although this possibility has not been tested out- by looking / ^ 
^^t raci 2.1 group response^' vri.thin individual schools, • * v 

A bhird, possibility is based ujon the concept of relative- deprivation, 
gh the treatment of Black, white, and Indian^^students may be* the 



-Even th 

s^me xtlthin individnml schools and the same between individual schools, ^ 
it \saay. -be, perceived differently by minority gj'oup students (within schools) 
or, .by students from- educational!^ disadvantaged backgrounds regardless of 
race (between schools) because of the expeafiences' they receive outside 
of- school.^ Thus, U pasual comment, or a "pat on the' back" may be per-' ^ 
ceived as praise by a st\24ent wha does not often receive such treatment, , 



^ whereas sitnother student ftom a tndre advantaged backgroun<3^ may take less 
rtetice o3f such reinforcement- )* • " ' 

^ The interpretation of other results should be approached with similar 

. caution. ' More Black and Indian students^ than white students 'thought they 

X were learning, a lot of things thai; w^uld be useful to them when they got 
out or^ school o This finding g.fems to contradict the -argument that inner-* 
city :^schooLLs do not, have "cui*a|ictiia which is relevant to:1ninority groups . 
Hovreverj/again, are there differences between minority-group and white 
" students within the same school? ' Are their differences between -schools 

to in mpre and less e^dvantaged ^rieighboi-hoods? Do rainoi'ity-group students 
have differeEt expe^ctations of curriculum relevance than white students? 
Do educationally disadvantaged students, regardless of race, have lower 
expectations of curricxxlum relevance than more advantaged students? 

Relatively few Indian students continue their education through high 
school. For that reason, the finding that less than half of the Indian ^. 
students report enj crying qlass discussions is particularly notable. More 
than one-third of, the Indiafl stuiints a-^^ the senior high level reported 
toeing afraid to ask questions (cipmpared with 23^ for Blacks and 29^ for 
whites*) o More than two out of three Indians at the high ^school level 
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report -that they have a difficult time speaking' up in front of the, class. 

These r^esults.* suggest that Indian students ,^ even at the high school, level, 

may feave ^ -difficult time acMeyina acadeipic success because of a continuing 

conflict between their cultural val^s and the value of the classVoo;n 

regarding asking questions andl' speaking out. 

f . J' * ' . 

Students of all three racial .backgrounds favored having a mixture of 

' I" '"' ^ • 

races attehding the same school. V.The majority of students from all three 

racial groups fi^lt that getting tp know students of other races was part 

of their edupation. They see racial mixture as part of their education.' 

Perhaps it- is siirpri^ing that Indian students more than the ojher t^^o groups 

,were in favor of racial integration. Although Indians are an even smaller ^ 
ininority tlkn Blacks . in Mtnneapoli^ schools, it was the Indian stiidents 

'who felt, more than the others, that more students of other races ,in their 
school would be beneficial. Almost nine out of ten Indian students at 
the senior high school level thought it was a good idaa to have students 
of differen-t^-^.|5^es going to the same* school; ebout seven out of ten white 

^students agreed with this statement. 

Proponents for separate schools for racd^al minorities will find little 
support in attitudes of B^ack and Indian students in the Minneapolis Public 
Schools. It may be argued, of course, ^hat the syiadents. ^attending public 
schools represent a biased sample of the minorities. Those students who 
feel ttmt they should attend racis^lly or ethni'cally separated schools ifiay 
already Mve dropped out or left to attend such schools that exist. 
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mble 3 

soft Item Percentages by Race 
and By\Jum.ot*-Senior High 





Junior High 


Senior High 


Factor and Items 


whim 


Black 

^i=a5o 


Indian 
N=l83 • 


VJTiite 
H=8039 


Black 
N=l+l+6 ' 


N=95^ 


Factor: Liking *of School 














Schoolxfork is inte't'esting 




65%\ 




l+6fo • 


. 51+f. 




I don t like 1157 classes 


^9 


31 f 


/ 36 


30 


33 


37 


I like school 




62 / 


^7 


59 


57 


60 


I hate school 


32 


if 


10+ . 


26 


29 


28 


I find n^jr teachers to be f&i and 
exciting 


37 


•/51 


38' 


32 . 


39 


1+9 


I like most of w teachers I 




71 


71 


79 


73 


75. 


Viy' classes are boripg 


55 


51. 


• 56 


60, 


57 


1 53 


I* thinly school is fun 




56°' ' 


Ul 


1+9. 


1+8 


1+8 


I don't like sdhool work ^ 


56 


35 ^ 


58 


61 


1+7 


53 


I like my classes 


56 


57- 


1+7 


, 58 


55 


60 


, I don t looii lorward. zo going « 

ta school 

- ^ / 


kQ 


26 ' 




1+9 


33 


*> 

35 






• 










I really, don't care whether I 
learn anything^ or not 


8 




18 


7 


9 


18 


do not like to stay out of school 


1+8 


56 




)i Q 






. I enjoy learning new things/ 


90 




^81 . 


95 


96 ' 


88 


^ I Qon x care ix x xeci»ru uuxii^j 

I jxist want to pas^ 

Wlten^I graduate or leave this school 
I^mnii' to continue xny education 


cr 

17* • 


lb 


37 


» If 






83 


07 


71 


73 


) 




I vjould like to quit school 


16 


15 


27 ' 


lU 


16 ^ 


17 


Factor: ( Unfair Punishment , 












- <^I.have often bedn punished here 
vrithouti cause 


38 


i+6 


1. i. 


21 


30 


DC 

25 


Sometimes T am blamed for someone 


69 


71 


70^. 




1+6 


•39 


I have be^n punished in front of ' 
others in this school W 


1 mm 

'1+7 


/ 34 


1. 

i+D 


30 


21 


20 


I am only punished when I deserve it 




I 52 


57 


66 


' .55' 


70 


'^he. teachers here never yell at me ( 




25 


21+ 


36 I 


1+9 


1+8 


^ The teachers a)pe always suspicious 
of me . * ^ 


^•31+ 




r 

1+6, 


23 


^ 32 


22 



id 

ERIC 



21+' 



31 



-t 

Table 3 (continued) Race by Junior-Senior , High 





Junior High 


Senior High 


Factor and Items ._ 


White 


Slack 


Indian 


White 


Black 


Indian 


Factor: .Self Concept As a Learner 














I. am not very good in sclaool Vork 


3^ 




51^9 


26% 


27% 




I have the ability to^ legim most 
things , . 


90 


o9 


o3 . 


no 


oy 


on 


I see niyself^as a successful sjtudemt 


72 


-76 • 


61 


7»+ 


76 




Learning^ things in school coMes 
^'easy'^fi^^B , \ - 


55 


57 


kl 


58 ^ 


58 


58 


There ^u?e a xou oi xnxngs i uon t^- uu" 
deratand no mal^ter ho«^ hard I -study 


63 


69 


72 


61 . 


^3 


58 


Facto?: Friendly* Atmosphere 














I have^ some good friends here in 
school 


.95 


92^ 




95 


05 


00 


A lot^^f Students Jiere are stuck up 


66 


69 ^ 


61 


63 


67 


61+ 


^ Students here are n^ willing to \ 
help me, 


26 


^0 




21. 


30 


16 


Pe^le in this scho6!l try to make; 
m@ feel impoartant " \ 




■38 




2-3 


27 . 


32 


Most students in this school are . 
friendly 


76 


7h ■ 


68 


" 75 ' 


70 


79 


Factor: Involvement in necision ^fetking 






. 








My teacher never asks me to help 
plan"w^iat our class does ^ . , 


56 


k9-\ 


51 




50 


1 1+6 


Lhelp to make decisions^^in.ny 
classje.s ^ ' ' 




.51 ■ 


35 ' 


l+l 


1+6 


39 


Many times students are given a 
chance to decide what th6 class does 


h9 


6k 


55. 


U7 


5& 


56 


Sometimes I help decide what our 
class does 

I am never involjred in makipg deci- 
" sions a"t)but my school or class 




' . 52 




1+1+ 


1+7 


1+6 




39 


U6' 


1+3 


i+o 


* 1^8 


Factor: Class Discussion^ * 














* B-^joy b^ing in class discj;s$ions. : 


63 


67 


1+6 . 


62 


68 


1+8 


The lectures and class discustions bj 
ray teachers are clear and worthwhile 




55 


51+ _ 


hh 


1+9 

■ * 


52 


I dpn't understand nay class dis- 

,'' CUooXOUo 

I don't find class discussions , 
fun or excitirfg ' 


21 


2h 


' ai 


^18' 


19 


C.28 


hi . 


hQ 


• 3h 


\5 


i+o 


1 1+7 



ERIC 



25 



32 



T^ble 3 (^ontinugd) Race by Jtini or- Senior High 



Factor , and Items 



Factor; t^osltive Reinf orcen^nt 

I, am prap.sed vhen I do good v/ork 

I do a lot of good vorK that goes 
"unnoticed 

\ I am rarely t^ld when I do good work 

J/y teachers praise me when I complete 
*n5f work ' ■ ' 

I am always told about my bad work 
and not my good work 

Factori ^Cxirriculum Relevance 
\ — — \ ' — — 

School doesn't teach the more 

important, things in life 

This school teaches me the things 
I want* to learnt ' * . f 

I think I am learning a lot of 
things that wi 11^ help. me earn a 
* living when i get older 

Hy school activities don't help me in- 
any thing that I do outside of school 

Most school work vrill be' useful to - 
me when J get out of school 

Factor; Fear of Asking Questions . 

I am afraid that my teacher will ' ' 
call^ on me 

i; have a difficult time speaking 
up* in front of the class 

I am not afraid to ask for help 
when I need it 

- I am usually afraid to ask questions . 

I go to teachers for help when I 
heed it 

Factor; Perception of Progress in 
Learning 

.1 think I learned* more" this year 
than previous years 

/ I don't think I -am learning much 
ift school ^ • 

I think I learned less this year than 
I did in previous years , 

I think I am learning a lot in school 



FRir 



Junior H: 


i-gh 


Senior HJ 


-gh 


VJhite • 


Black 


Indian 


White 


Black 


Indian 


51^0 




62% 


l+S/o 


33% 


61+^. 


1+9 


' 51+ 


51 


1+3 


1+5 . 


1+0 




59 


w ^ 


50 


51 




■ 25 


1+1 


1+0 


21 


31 


36 • 


1+8 


1+1+ 


1+7 


. 33 


1+0 


. 25 


■1+7 


■51 


1+9 


57 


62 


60 




- 1+5 


1+0 


1+0 


1+0 


39 














'65 


75 




50 


59 




.31+ 


1+1 


52 ■ 


37 


39 


1+7 


67 


' 75 


63 


1+7 


65 

- 


59 








28 ' 


21+ 






1+1+ 


58 


51 


1+2 


67 


72 


• 80 


^73 


72 


79 


77 


do 




39 


on 




35 

l> 


' 70 . 


80 


60 


61+ 


71+ 


• ,67 


63 


61+ ' 




1+8 


1+8 




27 


■30 


1+1+ 


38, 


39 


1+0 . 


2U 


32 


31+*' 


' 37 


1+2 


39 




67 


53 


^7, 


51 


1+5 



26 



33 



' Table 3 (contintied) Race 



by Junior-Senior High 



Factor and Items 

Factor; Racial Items , 

- 1 would like to have more friends 
of other 3^ces 

The presence of different races in 
^the saraa .school hinders learning 

I have some friends of other races 
in this school 

It is difficult to make friends 
\irith students of other races 

I consider getting to know ^students 
of other races as part of my , 
ecijication ' , 

I "wish th^^re were more students of 
other races in this school, 

I a.m afraid of students of other 
races 

I think it is a good idea. to have- 
students of 'different races go to 
the same school 

Fact or « Y (Tentatiye ) 

I think my teacliers xinder stand me 

Most of nqy teachers seem t9 like me ^ 

fiost of ray teachers are excellent 

I find my teachers to be fun an^ 
exciting 

I am proud to be a stxident in this 
school 

I can get help from most teachers 

I like most of wy teachers 

Teachers in this school do a poor job 

yfy teachers really know how to teach 

Most •'Of ray teachers are not consid- 
erate' of how students feel 

If students. don*t learn here, it is 
not the fault of the teachers 

Teachers at this school really seem 
to Crnjoy teaching 



Junior High 



VJhite 



Black 



72fo 
2k 
69 
36 

58 
hi 
19 

..65 

3h 
75 
50 

37 

63 
82 

71^ 
23 

55. 

•50 
61 

59 



61% 
'X29 

85 
29 



56 



7& 

55 

7^ 
kQ 

51 

59 
79 
71 
31 

55 

52 
63 
65 



Indian 



28 
87 
29 



Senior High 



White Black 



65 76 



\ 



7C\^y 
13 

82 ■ 

-51 
69 
kk ■ 

38 

61 
68 

71 

36 • 
50 

65 
65 

59 . 



17 
63 
UO 

56 

12- 

71 

51 
86 
Ul 

32 

71 

'82 

79 
27 
hi 

h3 

51 

60 



16 

1 

83 



23 

65 
56 



85 

' kk 
81 
38 

39 

^ 62 

- ^9 
73 
32 

^3 
50 

'52 

58 



27 



Table 3 (continued) Race by Junlor-Sen|^or High 



Factor and Items 



Junitbr 



White Black 



High 



Indian White Bla^^k Indian 



Senior High 



Factor X (Tentative ) 

I am no/b Encouraged to look at both 
sides of the question in this school 

Vsy teachers 'don't s^reat me like a 
human /being 

Wtjr |;eAchers don't encoiorage me to 
tiy "tilings on ray otm 

•Phis/s^hool does not give rae a chance 
to develop my skills and talents 

Nohady is really interested in n^r 
opinions about ho^ir this school 
shcjidd be run . 



Other 



terns 



Peojile in this school don't appre- 
ciai e nfe, 

I am encouraged to say what I really 
thinK in^oxir class discussign 

^Thislschpol provides help when I 
ne"ed lit • 

I am incotiraged to thipk'' for rcyself 
" in this school 

I thirk school is a pretty lonely - 
plade " " . 

This school is helpful for students 
. who aie iiot gcn.ng to college ^ 

My ieschers encoxirage me to. act on 
things X believe in 

I enjdy learning new^ things 

In at least one class I really 
learneA something this year 

My teachers encourage me to stick 
upj.forW ovm beliefs' even if they 
disagree xidth irts , 



h3io 
21 
32 
35 

33 

:57 

59 

75 

27 

56 

1+6 
90 

93 ' 
57 



21 
32 

\ 

\ 

50 

38 
6h 

57 . 
78 

33 

50 

52 
S^^ 

89 
57 



56fo 
21 
1+1+ 
38 

51+ 

5^ 

A 

38 
51 

1+5 
81 

90' 
55- . 



11+ 



33 



50 




.51+ 



l+3f. 
"16 
30 
1+0 

h9 

36 
66 

53 
82 

37 
57 

51 

96 

89 
51+ 



3% 

11 

22 

kg 
1+1+ 

27 
60 
61 
71+ 
35 
62 

50 

88 

89 
61 



ERIC 



28 



35 



Table 4 

SOQ Item Percentages by Sex 
and By Junior-Senior High 





Junior High 


Senior High 


Factor and Items. 


.N-5755 


A, dUCtA.w 

N-5650 


Total 
N-11405 


' Male 
N-4614 


Fpmal^ 
N-4826 


Total 
N-9438 


Factor: Likink of School 














Schoolwork Is Interesting 


, 52% 


55% 


53% 




49% 


, 47% 


I don't like my classes 




27 


30 


31 


29 

\ 


30 


I like school 


51 


62 


57 


56 


64 


60 


I hate school 


36 


28 • 


32 


•28 


24 


26 


I find my teachers to be fun" and 
exciting 


36 


•40 


38 


32 


34 


33 


I like ifost of my teachers 


72 


75. 


73 


77 


80 


79 


}fy classes are boring 


55 


54 


55 


61 


60 


60 


X unLuiv scnooi xo jluii 


43 


53 


48« 


45 


52 


49 


. I don^t like school work 


56 


52 . 


54 


63 


57 


60 


I like my classes 


53 


55 


54 


56 


'61 


59 


I don't look forward to going to 
school ' 


50 


50 


50 


51 


45 

V 


48 


I'actorf Interest in Learning 














I really don't care whether I ^* 
l^am anything or not 


9 


7 


8 


9 


6 


7 


I do not like to stay out of school 


46 


51 • 


49 


47 


47 . 


47 * 


I enjoy leaminj^^new things 


oy 




QO 






yj 


I don't care if I learn anything, I 
just ^ant to pass ^ f 


20 


16 


18, 




13 


16 


When I graduate or leave this school, 
I-^iii^t to ciontinue my education 


83 • 


82 


83 


76 


72 


74 


I would like to 'quit school 


19 


14 




16 


13 


14 


Factor: Unfair Punishment 














I have often been punished her^ 
without cause ^ 


47 


33 


40 


24 


17 . 


21 


Sometimes I am blamed for someone . 
else's j^activities 


75 


62 


69 


50 


38 


44 


I, have been punished in tron^^pf 
others In this school 


SI 




45 


34 


26 


30 


I am only punished when I deserve 
it 


49 


57 


53 


61 


"^9 




TiSe teachers are always suspicious 

of me ^ ,. ■ . . . ^ 


41 ^- 


29 


35 

< 


30 


17 


23 



29 



< 



Table 4 r~ 
Sex by Junior-Senior, Hi^h 



Factor and Items 



Junior High 



'Male j Female 
N-5755 N=»5650 



Total 
N-11403 



Senior High 



Male 
N-4614 



Female 
\N=»4826 



Total 
N-9438 



Factor; Self-^ Concept as a L^aimer 

I am not very g<^od in schodl Work 

lyhave the ability to learn most 
things " . ■ , 

I see myself as a successful student 

Learning things^ in school comes e^sy, 
to me 

There, are a lot of things I dod't 
understand no matter how hard 1 stjUdy 

Factott. ^^ien^ly Atmosphere . , 

I ^i;^ve some good friends here in . 
school * o , 

A lot of students here are stuck up 

Students here are not willing to 
help me 

People in this school try to make me 
feel important 

Most students in this school are 
friendly „ . > f 

Factor: Involvement in Decision Making 

My teacher never ask^ me to help plan 
T-7hat our class .does , . ^ 

I help a to make decisions in my classes 

0 

Many times students are given a chance 
to decide nhat the class does 

Sometimes I help^decide what our class 
, does 

I am never involved in making deci- 
^ sions about my school or class 

Factor: Class Discussions 

I enjoy being* in class discussions 

* 

^ The lectures and class discussions by 
my teachers are clear and worthwhile 

I dcm't tind^rstand my class discus- 
sions I 

1 don't find class discussions fun 

or e:^citing 



ERIC 



32% 

89 
73" 

55 
61 



94 

0 

"68 
32 

0 

29, 
72 

56 
44 

50 

42 

45 

63 
52 

2r 

48 

30 



/ 



30% 

1 

90 

70. 

55 " 
67 



96 
64 

22 

36 

79 

54 
47 

50 

43 

42 

63 

I 

47 
20 
46 

37 



31%; 

89 
72 

55 
64 



95- 
66 

37 

32 

75 

55 
45 

50 

, 42 

'44 

63 
50 
21 
47 



30% 

91 
73 

57 

59 



93 
61 

24 

23 

78 

59 
40 

47 

44 

47 

62 
47 
19 
46 



23% 

93 

73 

60 
62 



94 
65 

19 

24 

72 

57 
43 

49 

46 

41 

63 
42 

17 
42 



27% 

92 
73 

59 

61 



94 
63 

21 . 

24 

75 

58 
42 

48 

45 

44 

44 
18 

44 ■ 



Table i( ^ 
Sex by Jt^ic^- Senior High 



Factor and Items 




Factor: Positive Reinforcement 

I am praised when I do good work 

I do a lot of good work t^at goes 
unnoticed ' \ 

I am »rarerly told when I do good work 

My teach^itfiL-^raise me when I complete 
my work 

I am alwa^ 
not ray good work 

Fact or: Currtcultmi Relevance 

'. 

School doesn't teach the more impor- 
tant things in life 

This school teaches me the things I 
want to learn ^ 

I think I^am le^|.ng a lot of things 
th^t will help me earn a liv^g when 
I get older 

My school activities don't help me in 
anything that I do outside of school 

Most' school work will be useful to me 
when I get out of school 

Factor: Fear of Asking Questions 

, I am afraid thkt ray teacher wilf call 
on me 

I have a difficult time speaking up 
in front of the class 

I am not afraid to ask for help when 
I r^eed it 

I am usually afaid to ask questions 

I go to teachers for help when I 

need it , 



Factor: Perception of Progress t 
Learning" " 



0 

ERIC 



I think I learned more this year than 
in previous years 

I don't think I am learning much in 
school 

I think I learned less this year' 
than I did in previous years 



Junior High 


Senior Hif?h 


Male 
N=5755 


JFemale 
M=56^50 


Total 
N=11405 


Male 
N-4614 


Female 
N=4826 


Total 
N=9438 


52% 


51% 


52% 


45% 


51% 


48% 


51 
55 


46 
55 


49 
55 


46 
54 


41 

■i 

,47 . 


43 
49, 


28 


25 


27 


' 22 


21 


21 


50 

4 


38 


44 


40 


27 


34 


49 


46 


48 


60 . 

< 


57. 


58 


43 


43 


43 


40 


•41 


41 


67 


63 


65 


53 


49 


"51 


36) 


34 


35 


35 


37 


36 


67 


68 


67 


48 


49 


49 


22 


33 


28 


24 


31 ' 


28? 


48 


54 


51 


. 47 


54 


51 


74 


72 


73 


• 73 


73 


73 


24 


32 


28 


26 


'31 


29 


70 


66 


68 


64 


65 


65 


65 




64 


49 


48 


48 


" 27 


^4 


30 


38 


38 


38 


28 , 


^8 ' 


28 


39 


36 


-37 



31 



38 



Table 4 
' Sex by Junior-Senior tiigh 





Junior Hi 




Senior Hinh 


Factor and It^s 


Male 
;N»5755 


Female 
Ni5650 


Total 
N"il405 


Male 
N-4614 


Female 
N=4826 


1 Total 
N-9438 


I think I am learning a lot In school 


'62% 


627. 


'.62% 


507. 


52% 


51% 


Factor: \ Racial Items 










^ 




I would like to have more friends of 
other races 


63 


79 


71 


56 


76 


• 

66 


' The presence of different races in 
the same school hinders learning 


30 . 


■^IS- , 


24 


24 


11 


17 


I have some friends of other races 
in this school 


6 

67 


77 


72 


62 


69 


66 


It is difficult to make 'friends with 
students of other races 


41 




35 


45 


32 


38 


I consider getting to know students 
of other races as part of my 
education 


53 


66 


♦ 

60 


47 - 


66 


57 


I wish^therfe were more sttidents of 
other races in this school 


' 40 " 


58 


49 . 


35 ' 


54- 


45 


X am afraid *of students of other 
races ^ 


19 


16 


• 18 


11 


12 


12 


» I think it is a nood. idea to have 
Students of different ra^es go to 
the same school t - 


58 


76 




62 


81 


72 


Factor Y (Tentative) 














I think my teachers understand me 


55 


52 


54 


51 


50 


50 


Mnilt! n'f mv ^aapHava nAom 1 ^Iro mo 


73 


76^' 




83 


83 


83 


Most of my teachers are excellent 


48 


47 


48 


43 


39 


41 


r find my teachers to be fun and 
exciting ♦ 


36 


40 




32 


34 ' 


33 


school \ 


61 


64 . 


62 


70 


72 


71 . 


I can get help frppi most teachers 


81. 


82 


81 


82 


83 


83 


I like most; of my teachers ^ 


72 


75 


73 


77 


80 


79 


xccidic£rs» jLii Liixo scnoox 0.0 3L poor^ JOD 


26 


22 




28 


28 


28 


My teachers really know how to teach 


56 


54 


55 


47 


44 c 


45 


Most of rayv teachers are not consid- 
erate of hovj st&dents teel 


52 


50 


51 


46 


40 


43 . 


If studetits don't learn here, it is 
not the fault, of the teachers 


61 


62 


61 


54 


48 


( 

' 51 


J. Ccl.x«IlC X. 0 tXlm U&IXO O^llLILIJ. i.cclJ.j.y OCClU 

to enjoy teaching 

> 


60 

32 


60 


60 


°63 


58 


60' 


RIC V 


39 


1 









^ ■ Table 4 

> 

S^x by Junior- Senior High 





Junior Hi 


gh 


Senior Hi 


gh 


Factot and Items 

— ^ ■■ ' 


^le 
N-5755 


Female 
N-5650 


Total 
N»11405 


Jlale 
N-4614 


. Female 
N=»4826 


Total 
N-9438 


Factor X (Tentative) 




• 










1 am not encouraged to look at both 
sides of the question in this school 




40% 


42% 




V3X% 


35% 


My teachers djga't treat me like a 
J^uman being - 

^ . ^ { 
My teachers don t encourage me to try 

things .on my .own 




18 ; 


21 


17 


13 


15 




32^ 


OH- 




31 


This schojol does not give me a chance 
, to develop my skilly' and talents , . ' 


39 ' ^ 




38 


41 


37 


39 


Nobody is really interested in my . 
opinions about hbw tjids - school , should 
be run - ^ 


58 


■'.■5 

5a- 


54 ^ 


. 54 - 


' 45 


49 


Other Items * ^ 














People in this school don't appreciate 
my efforts ' (B^' ' 


36 . 


31 


34 


36;: 


-33 


34 


1 am encouraged to say what I really - 
think in our class discussion 


56- 


58. 


d7 




61 


ol 


vThis school provides, help when I 
need it » 


59 - 


59 




52. . 


..54, _ 


53 


I am encouraged to think for myself 
. in this school 


75 


75. 




■ n [ 


;70 


71 . 


I think school is a pretty lonely 
place . ' * 


31 


25 - 




28 


25 
61 


lb 


This school is helpful for students 
who are not going to college 


55 ' 


56 


55 


62 


61 


My teachers encourage me to act o^ 
things I believe in * ^ 


46 . 


48 


47 


44 


51 




I enjoy learning new things 


89 


.91 


90 


93 


96 


95 ' 


In at least one class I really * 
learned something this^ year 


91 


95 


93 


90 


94 . 


92 


My teachers encourage me to stick - 
up for my oxm beliefs even if they 
disagree with me 


51 


52 


51 


52 


''55 


54 
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